
Dr. Juanita Cox (chair)
Juanita Cox Westmaas completed her PhD in Caribbean Studies with a focus 
on Edgar Mittelholzer (1909-1965) and the Shaping of his Novels, at the University of 
Birmingham in 2013. She is editor of Creole Chips and Other Writings (2018). Other 
publications include 'Buried in the Landscape: Edgar Mittelholzer's Creative Gene(sis)/ 
Geni(us), and Revolting Subtexts' in Aje, L., Lacroix, T. and Misrahi-Barak, J. (eds) Re-
imagining the Guyanas (2019) and introductions to republished Peepal Tree editions of 
Mittelholzer’s Corentyne Thunder (2009) and The Life and Death of Sylvia (2010). She 
was Research Fellow on the project 'National, Identity and Belonging: An Oral History 
of the Windrush Generation and their Relationship to the British State (1948-2018)' and 
is currently a Visiting Fellow. She is co-founder of Guyana SPEAKS (UK), a monthly 
community forum that is in its fourth year.

Dr. Maegan Miller
Mae Miller is an interdisciplinary scholar of twentieth century social movements across 
the Black diaspora. She is currently a Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow at the University 
of California, Berkeley and completed a Ph.D. in Human Geography at the City 
University of New York. Miller has previously taught courses on Black geographies and 
social movements at Vassar College and the Museum of the City of New York and, in 
London, she has volunteered with the George Padmore Institute and the FHALMA 
Foundation (Friends of the Huntley Archives at LMA).

Dr. Toivo Asheeke
Toivo Asheeke teaches courses on global black radical history, social/anti-colonial 
movements, race/racism, historical-sociology, African History (post-1800), and Black 
Atlantic/slavery studies. He is currently in the process of publishing his manuscript titled 
‘Arming Black Consciousness’: The Black Radical Tradition and South Africa’s Armed 
Struggle (2021-tentative). This work uncovers the hidden role Black Nationalist political 
organizing, working in interlocution with global Third World trends, had during the fight 
against the settler colonial regime in South Africa. It seeks to expand our understanding 
of the different political motivations Black South Africans utilized to imagine and build a 
free South Africa/Azania outside of the politics and praxis of the African National 
Congress (ANC). Going forward, he wishes to do similar work on Zimbabwe and 
Namibia and their liberation struggles. His research and teaching interests are reflected 
perhaps most strongly in his grass-roots activist work on and off-campus.

Dr. Sónia Vaz Borges
Sónia Vaz Borges is an interdisciplinary militant historian and social-political organizer. 
She too describes herself, as an enthusiastic traveller, an avid language learner, and an 
attentive listener. Sónia received her Ph.D. in Philosophy from Humboldt University of 
Berlin, and is the author of the book Militant Education, Liberation Struggle; 
Consciousness: The PAIGC education in Guinea Bissau 1963-1978, (Peter Lang, 
2019). Along with filmmaker Filipa César, Sónia co-authored the short film “Navigating 
the Pilot School.” She is currently a researcher at Humboldt University Berlin in the 
History of Education Department and is working on the project “Education for all” with a 
special focus on Mozambique and the FRELIMO liberation movement, and the 
Sandinistas revolution in Nicaragua. Parallel to this Sónia is developing a book 
proposal, based on a personal research project focused on her concept of the “walking 
archives”, the liberation struggle, memory, generation, and imaginaries.
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